
Johnny Kilbane: Fighting Heart 

a sculpture by Rowan Gillespie 

 

Commissioned and dedicated by 

Irish American Archives Society 
 

Sunday, September 28, 2014, Noon 

Battery Park, Cleveland, Ohio 

 

Order of Events 

Call to Order:  Bagpipes 

Irish and American  

National Anthems  James Kilbane 

Invocation:    Fr. James O’Donnell 

Master of Ceremonies:   Thomas D. Corrigan 
President, Irish American Archives Society 

Speakers:   Councilman Matt Zone 
City of Cleveland 

Margaret Lynch 
Executive Director, Irish American  

Archives Society 

Kevin O’Toole 
Great-Grandson of Johnny Kilbane 

 Sculpture Unveiling  



Fighting Heart Donors+ 

an Ceann Fine | Chieftain 
Jack and Sherry Kahl 

 
na Ceannair  | Leaders 
Marous Family  

and Vintage Development Group 
Ray and Katie Murphy 

 
Thomas and Margaret Lynch Family 
Mayo Society of Greater Cleveland 
  
Mary Lynch and Paul Jarrell, in loving  

memory of Eagan Eileen Jarrell 
Hon. Raymond L. Pianka, Brown Memorial 

Foundation  
Jack and Jeanette Walton 

 
Bill and Christine Gibbons, in loving 

memory of Thomas M. and Delia 
McDonnell Gibbons 

Patricia Lynch, in loving memory of James 
and Beatrice Gallagher Lynch 

 
na Laochra | Warriors 
Jim and Lee Brennan Family  
Collins & Scanlon LLP   
Carol and Dan Conway  
Mary Kay Conway, in loving memory of KT 

and Jim Conway 
Mary Ann Corrigan-Davis, in loving 

memory of Hon. John V. Corrigan 
Paul and Aisling Downey 
Louis Finucane, in loving memory of 

William Finucane 
Irish American Charitable Foundation 
Edward and VA Kilbane and Family, in 

loving memory of Sean P. Kilbane 
The McGarry Families 
Johnny Kilbane O’Toole Family 
Thomas and Joyce O’Toole Family 
Gerald and Helen Quinn  
Thomas J. and Anita M. Scanlon Family 

 
Martin J. Burke 
Kenneth and Martha Callahan 
Thomas D. Corrigan 
Mary Catherine Elliott 
Michael Kilbane 
J. Gerard Sheehan and Julie Keller, MD 

na Gaiscígh | Fighters 
Ancient Order of Hibernians 
James C. Boland  
Mike Cleary 
Tim Collins 
John and Colleen Conway Cooney  
John and Cindy Coyne 
Raymond L. and Margaret Daull 
Brendan Doyle 
Charles and Eileen Garven 
Great Lakes Brewing Company 
Maureen Kilbane Greicius 
Brian and Mary Quinn Griffin 
John Kahl, ShurTech Brands  
Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians 
Margaret Lynch, in loving memory of  

Thomas Lynch Jr. and Eileen Lynch 
John F. O’Brien 
Kevin and Carol O’Toole 
Hon. James J. Sweeney 
 

na Saighdiúirí | Soldiers 
Edward and Alice Ahern 
Dan Berry 
Bill and Kathleen Chambers  
Cleveland Building Trades Council  
Peggy and Patrick  Cooney  
Eileen Corrigan 
Fr. Donald Cozzens   
June and Harold Daugherty  
Rosemarie Feighan  DeJohn 
Andrew W. Gallagher 
Eileen B. Gallagher 
Neil J. and Mariann Gallagher  
Hon. Patricia Gaughan  
Tom and Kathleen Gibbons 
John and Joan Gill  
Eileen Kilbane Gordon, in loving memory 

 of Sean P. Kilbane 
Grace, Claire, and Rachel Kenney 
Carol Anne Kilbane Kennedy, in loving  

memory of Michael and Mary Patton 
Kilbane 

Catherine M. Kilbane   
Mary Kilbane, in honor of Ann Barrett  

Kilbane   
Br. Robert Lavelle, CSC  
John and Mary Carol Lewis 
Kathleen Martin  
Mary Ellen McGarry 

 



and Contributors+ 

na Saighdiúirí | Soldiers, continued 
Matt and Lisa McMonagle 
Patricia and William T. Monroe  

Hon. Terrence and Mary Beth O'Donnell 
Max and Jennifer Monty Rieker 
Bridget Robbins, in loving memory of  

Sean P. Kilbane 
Jean K. Stewart, in loving memory of  

Sean P. Kilbane 
Thomas and Kelly Zbiegien 
Melissa Zujkowski  
 
Margaret K. Began, in loving memory of  

Sean P. Kilbane 
Catherine Kilbane Chesser, in loving  

memory of  James Joseph Kilbane and 
Mary E. Kilbane Porter 

Kathleen Dugan 
Margaret and Dick Gross 
Francis Kelly 
Elmer and Maureen Walsh Khal  
John Michael Kilbane 
Kathleen Joyce Kilbane 
Kevin Austin Kilbane 
Hon. Mary Eileen Kilbane, in loving  

memory of John P. and Joanne Golden 
Kilbane  

Ruth and Terrence Kilbane 
Theresa Ann Kilbane 
John C. Myers with Therese Kilbane Myers 
and Joanna Kilbane Myers 
R. Mike Purcell 
Neil and Kathleen Raleigh   
Patrick A. Sweeney   
Francis Weir 
Betty and Tom Wirsing 
Jody and Tom Wirsing 
Catherine Zbiegien 
Frank Zbiegien 
And patrons of A Fighting Heart at the 
Capitol Theatre on April 8, 2013, and  
West Side Irish American Club on September 
11, 2014 

 
Government 
City of Cleveland, Councilman Matt Zone  

with Councilmen Martin Keane, Kevin 
Kelley, and Martin J. Sweeney 

Cuyahoga Arts and Culture  

Additional Contributors 
Norris Brothers Company 
MK Masonry 
Bricklayers Local 5 Ohio 
Laborers International Union Local 310 
 
Detroit Shoreway Community Development 
Organization 
LAND Studio 
Mansour Gavin, Gerlack & Manos LPA 
McFadden & Freeburg Co., LPA 

 
Community Programming Partners 
Battery Park Master Association 
Cleveland Public Library 
Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority 
Detroit Shoreway Community Development 
Organization 
Edgewater Hill Block Club 
Great Lakes Brewing Company 
The Harp 
Hon. Raymond L. Pianka 
P.J. McIntyre’s Irish Pub 
Stone Mad Pub 
West Side Irish American Club 
 
With  special thanks to Michael “Sporty” 
Kilbane, Colleen Corrigan Day, Gerry Quinn, 
Joan Radigan, Mark Mattern, Ken Knabe, 
Ryan DeBiase, Greg Peckham, Jeff Ramsey, 
John Hausman, Maureen Khal, David 
Gutheil, Torin Swartout, Terry Joyce, Paul 
Soha, Jim McKnight, John Monroe, Des 
Kilbane, Roger Kohn, Cyndy Scanlon 
Roether, Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians, 
Lynch Family, and a very special thanks to 
John Spear of Vintage Development Group 
 

IAAS Trustees: James G. Brennan , Sr. 
Maureen Burke, SND, Ken Callahan Jr., Dan 
Conway, Thomas D. Corrigan, John Coyne, 
Ray Daull, Brendan Doyle, Rosemarie 
Feighan DeJohn, Terence P. Joyce, Thomas 
Lynch, Margaret (Meg) McGarry, John 
Myers, Erin O’Toole, Kevin O’Toole, Max 
Rieker, Thomas J. Scanlon, J. Gerard 
Sheehan.  Emeritus: Kevin McGinty, Eileen 
Mullally, Mary Karen O’Neil, Gerald Quinn. 
Executive Director: Margaret Lynch 
 

+Contributions and pledges as of 9-25-2014 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The making of a sculpture:  visit www.irisharchives.org  

for video clips of Rowan Gillespie at work on the Johnny Kilbane sculpture.   

A documentary and commemorative booklet are in the making. 
Cleveland photography by Marianne Mangan. 

http://www.irisharchives.org/

